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Who were
the first
people to
live in
Derby?

Roman coin
and other
discoveries
Map of Roman
Britain
Marcus Street
Roman well
Domesday Book
entry

Derby’s Early Settlers Information PowerPoint
Children will learn about the Roman settlement at Little Chester and how this led to the beginning of
Derby. They will discover what happened between the Saxons and Vikings and how this led to Derby
gaining its name. The Domesday entry will provide children will vital information so they can see how
early Derby looked.
Derby’s Early Settlers Timeline Map
This activity can be completed while working through the PowerPoint. It will allow children to make
notes of key dates and events from the Romans, Saxons, and Vikings time periods.
Little Chester Roman Discoveries
Children will analyse a record of materials found whilst excavating in the Little Chester area. They will
use the guided question sheet to help them understand what was found and the importance of knowing
about each item.
Mapping Little Chester Roman Settlement
Children will compare a modern-day map with an illustrated map of what the Little Chester settlement
looked like. They will try and map out the location of the settlement within the modern-day setting,
noting what is different or has changed since.
Extended Task: What can you find out what other Roman discoveries were made around Derby?

Derbyshire, River
Derwent, Belper
Road, Derventio
Fort, Mercia,
Danelaw, Battle of
Derby, Little Chester,
Aethelflaed, The
Normans, Domesday
Book.

How did
Derby
continue to
develop?

Royal trading
charter of 1157
1610 Map of
Derby
Location
photographs

How Derby Continued to Develop Information PowerPoint
Children will learn about how Derby continued to develop during the Medieval period. They will learn
about Derby receiving its first trading charter from the king, the development of the Market Place and
the impact of the Black Death on the town.
Medieval Derby Map and Streets Activity
Children will compare a map produced by John Speed in 1610, with a map of Derby today. They will
analyse the two maps to see which streets remain and how the city has changed from being a town in
that time period.
History Defenders – Derby Buildings of Faith Research Activity
Children will learn about the demolition of an important church within the city. They will then produce
fact files for the remaining places of worship within the city and explain why they need defending from
future redevelopment plans.
Extended Task: What can you find out about other historical buildings within Derby?

St James Priory,
Benedictine Monks,
Charter, moot hall,
Market Place, Black
Death.

What was
Derby like
during the
Industrial
Revolution?

Historical
photographs
Historical map
Wright’s
Directory of
South
Derbyshire entry

Industrial Derby PowerPoint
This presentation will teach children about the industries that have helped Derby focusing on some of
the ones that Derby is most famous for.
Royal Crown Derby Research Task
Using this scaffolded research sheet, children will use the internet to find out more about one of Derby’s
most famous exports, Royal Crown Derby pottery.
Trade Directory Analysis Task
Children will study an entry from an 1874 trade directory to get an idea of some of the
jobs that people were doing in Derby towards the end of the Industrial Revolution. Teacher's Pet

Industrial
Revolution, smiths,
leatherworkers,
Corn Exchange,
Royal Crown Derby,
porcelain,
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The task will require them to find out the meaning behind some of the job titles that are not familiar to
us today. For efficiency, split the trade directory into sections and ask different groups to focus on
separate parts and then share their findings.
Extended Task: Can you find out how many mills there were in the Derwent Valley?

Huguenots, silk,
George Sorocold,
John Lombe,
Thomas Lombe,
River Derwent,
Luddites, Rolls-
Royce.
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What role
did Derby
play in the
World
Wars?

Historical
photographs
Historical maps
Newspaper
account
German pilot’s
account
Derbyshire’s
Victoria Cross
Heroes
Information
Text

Derby at War PowerPoint
This PowerPoint will teach children about the two world wars and their impact on Derby. They will
learn about what war time was like for people in Derby and events that happened during World War 1
and World War 2.
Research a World War 1 War Hero
Children will be provided with the names of Derbyshire’s five Victoria Cross recipients and a sheet that
will scaffold their research about one of them. Information is readily available online about each man.
Alternatively, a Derbyshire’s Victoria Cross Heroes Information Text is provided which contains all of
the information that they require. This activity could be the basis for a biography writing task.
Rolls-Royce Air Raid Activity
This activity will provide children with two different accounts of the air raid on the Rolls-Royce factory
during World War 2. By answering the series of questions provided, children will be encouraged to
analyse the two accounts while thinking about reasons why some information may not be accurate or
why key information may have been deliberately withheld.
Extended Task: Can you find any personal accounts about living in Derby during either of the
wars?

World War 1,
Sherwood Foresters,
Derbyshire
Yeomanry, Midland
Railway Locomotive
Works, Derby
Carriage and Wagon
Works, howitzers,
zeppelin, Victoria
Cross, World War 2,
Derby Guildhall,
Rolls-Royce Factory.

Which
people have
had a
significant
impact on
Derby in
the 20th
and 21st
centuries?

Historical
photographs
Biographies

Significant Derby People PowerPoint
This PowerPoint will provide information about some of the people who have had a significant impact
on Derby in the 20th and 21st Centuries. Nine different people are featured with short biographies and
an outline of what they have done for Derby.
Pyramid of Significance
This activity will prompt debate on which people from Derby have had the biggest impact. It will
encourage children to not only think about what these people did but how it influenced Derby and if it
still does today.
Made in Derby Research Activity
Children will research an influential person or group that has links to Derby. They will design a ‘Made
in Derby’ plaque for that person, detailing what impact they have had on the city through time.
Extended Task: Is there another influential person from Derby that you could learn about?

Philip Noel-Baker,
Alice Wheeldon,
Louis Martin,
Charles Rolls, Henry
Royce, Liam Sharp,
Lara Croft.
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Teacher's Pet

How has Derby changed over time?

At the end of the local history enquiry, children should be given an opportunity to showcase their learning. Below are
some ideas for how the children could present their learning about Derby.
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Opportunities to
showcase learning

Create a non-fiction
book about Derby

Build a mini-Museum
Create a tour
booklet about

Derby

Build a
mock
website
about
Derby

Hold an assembly
which tells the story

of Derby

Write a short
play about
Derby

Create a
school
display
about
Derby



Historic England and Teacher’s Pet have come together to
bring you a collection of free resources that you can use in

your local history teaching.

Who are Teacher's Pet?

www.tpet.co.uk

Teacher’s Pet have been providing downloadable and playable educational
content to early years and primary school teachers for over 14 years. We cover
all areas of the curriculum and use a team of in-house teachers and designers to
create engaging and memorable concepts, that the children will love.

Why local history?

At Teacher’s Pet we want to empower primary school teachers by giving them
the tools they need to deliver inspiring and thoughtful lessons about the local
area and its history. We believe local history teaching has such an important
part to play in a child’s wellbeing – helping to give children a sense of pride in
where they live.

Our Local History project is designed to provide teachers across the UK with
everything they need to successfully carry out a full scheme of teaching about
their local area, through key enquiry questions and source led activities.

Working with Historic England gives us access to archived maps and photos
for resources and information from knowledgeable local historians, as well
helping us to provide the content to you free of charge.

For more information about our Local History project or to find out more about
Teacher’s Pet Classroom Resources, please visit our website.




