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Maps How did Middlesbrough begin? PowerPoint Presentation

This presentation will introduce the history of the area and explain how Middlesbrough was founded.

Middlesbrough Viking Names Activity

Children will use maps to identify places in and around Middlesbrough that have Viking names. They will learn
some of the different Viking words that appear in place names today.

Local History Timeline Sorting Activity

This timeline activity will ask children to use their knowledge of chronology to sort significant discoveries into the
historical order that they occurred.

Extended Task: Can you find out more about one of the artefacts or historical sites discovered in the local area?
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Middlesbrough Growth Information PowerPoint

In this PowerPoint, children will learn about what turned the Middlesbrough farming homestead into a town of more
than 5,000 people. They will discover how the industrial revolution led to an increase in desire for coal and how this
propelled the growth of the area.

Comparing Impact of Growth in Middlesbrough Activity

Children will complete a table, writing down how three key factors influenced the growth of Middlesbrough. They
will then decide which they think was the most influential, using the table to support their thinking.

Train departs for Port Darlington! Newspaper Article Activity

Children will need to use the supplied information sheet to plan and write their own newspaper article about the day
the first train departed for Port Darlington from Stockton. A WAGOLL is included to assist in teaching.

Extended Task: Can you find out how a staithe works?
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Cleveland Ironstone PowerPoint Presentation

This presentation will explain how the iron industry came to be in Middlesbrough and how the discovery of
Cleveland ironstone helped the industry develop rapidly.

John Vaughan Biography

Children can read this biography to learn more about one of the most important men in Middlesbrough’s history and
how he and his business partner brought the iron industry to the town.
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Geology of North Yorkshire Activity
This engaging activity will ask children to locate the important Cleveland Ironstone seam from a 19th century
geological map. They will then transfer it to a modern map, so they can see where it was in relation to places that
they know.

Middlesbrough Population Growth Activity

This population growth activity will take a statistical look at how Middlesbrough grew as a result of the iron
industry.

Extended Task: Can you write a biography for Henry Bolckow? He became Middlesbrough’s first mayor in 1853 and
paid for the construction of a school and park that can still be seen in the town today.
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History of Middlesbrough Train Station Information PowerPoint

In this PowerPoint, children will learn about the history of the train station in Middlesbrough. They will discover
how the boom in industry increased population in the area and how this, in return, made it a requirement for a
larger, improved train station.

Comparing History – Photo Pack

This pack contains 4 historical photos of Middlesbrough’s train station and dock area, alongside four modern photos.
They will discuss and compare the differences between the photos, helping to bring history to life.

Architect Wanted! Job Advert Activity

Children will put themselves in the shoes of the Mayor of Middlesbrough during the early 1870s. They will need to
write a job advert looking for a new architect to build a train station in the town. They will apply what they have
learned about the growth of the city and mention why this is an important and necessary job.

Extended Task:What can you find out about the trains from this time period?
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Ironopolis PowerPoint Presentation

This presentation will give children an idea of Middlesbrough’s influence on the wider world through the iron
produced there. It will give children a sense of pride in their home town.

Made in Middlesbrough Map Activity

Children will use their geography and research skills to map out eight selected locations from around the world that
contain a structure made using steel from the Middlesbrough area.

Made in Middlesbrough Fact File Activity

Children will produce mini fact files on the eight locations that they mapped during the previous activity. A blank
fact file is included if you wanted to investigate other structures as a class and use the results to create an engaging
display.

Extended Task:Which moment in Middlesbrough’s history is the most defining?

Arthur Dorman,
Dorman Long, West
Marsh Iron Works,
Tees Transporter
Bridge, Ironopolis,



How did Middlesbrough come to be known as ‘Ironopolis’?

At the end of the local history enquiry, children should be given an opportunity to showcase their learning. Below are
some ideas for how the children could present their learning about

‘How did Middlesbrough come to be known as Ironopolis?’
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Opportunities to
showcase learning

Create a Non-Fiction
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Middlesbrough

Create a school display
about how
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about the first
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Middlesbrough
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history
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which tells the story of
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Station

Build a mini-
museum



Historic England and Teacher’s Pet have come together to
bring you a collection of free resources that you can use in

your local history teaching.

Who are Teacher's Pet?

www.tpet.co.uk

Teacher’s Pet have been providing downloadable and playable educational
content to early years and primary school teachers for over 14 years. We cover
all areas of the curriculum and use a team of in-house teachers and designers to
create engaging and memorable concepts, that the children will love.

Why local history?

At Teacher’s Pet we want to empower primary school teachers by giving them
the tools they need to deliver inspiring and thoughtful lessons about the local
area and its history. We believe local history teaching has such an important
part to play in a child’s wellbeing – helping to give children a sense of pride in
where they live.

Our Local History project is designed to provide teachers across the UK with
everything they need to successfully carry out a full scheme of teaching about
their local area, through key enquiry questions and source led activities.

Working with Historic England gives us access to archived maps and photos
for resources and information from knowledgeable local historians, as well
helping us to provide the content to you free of charge.

For more information about our Local History project or to find out more about
Teacher’s Pet Classroom Resources, please visit our website.




