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What was the impact of the railways on Swindon?

Use Census Data to Understand the Past

What can we discover about the residents of the Railway Village in
Victorian times?

This is the Railway Village houses today

This is a Watercolour of New Swindon in 1849, by Edward Snell
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These are the houses on London Street, but who lived here over 100 years ago?

Use the census data to investigate these statements.

‘The residents of London Street in 1891 would
have been employed by the railway’

‘The residents of London Street in 1891 would
have been born in Swindon’

Use Census Data to Understand the Past
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Here are some of the occupations in London Street in 1891.
• Railway Clerk
• Railway office boy
• Steam engine maker/fitter
• Railway goods agent
• General servant – domestic
• General Practitioner of medicine
• Architect’s assistant
• Railway storekeeper’s assistant
• Sewing machinist, Railway carriage
works

• Brass finisher
• Wagon painter
• Civil engineer
• Railway estate agent
• Labourer in railway factory

• Mechanical engineering
• draughtsman
• Surgeon
• Engine boiler maker
• Iron worker, railway rolling mills
• Gilder Railway carriage works
• Coach trimmer

Which jobs are linked to the GWR works?

Use Census Data to Understand the Past
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This is a list of places where the residents of London Street were born.

• Stratton St Margaret, Wiltshire
• New Swindon, Wiltshire
• Scotland
• Oswestry, Shropshire
• Exeter, Devon
• Harrington, Hampshire
• Chippenham, Wiltshire
• Bristol, Gloucestershire
• Portsmouth, Hampshire
• Littlebourne, Kent
• Wotton Basset, Wiltshire
• Worcester, Worcestershire
• Walton on Thames, Surrey
• West Dean, Gloucestershire
• Chepstow, Monmouthshire
• Llanelli, Carmarthenshire
• Dunster, Somerset
• Westdown, Devon
• Brompton, Kent
• Harley, Essex
• Herefordshire
• Bridgwater, Somerset
• Swinbrook, Oxfordshire
• Bray, Berkshire
• Ashton, Warwickshire
• Paddington, London
• St Pancras, London
• Penzance, Cornwall
• Milton, Nottinghamshire
• Calne, Wiltshire

Use Census Data to Understand the Past
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Can you find these places on a map?

Why do you think people have travelled from so
many places to live in Swindon?
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This is the Railway Village houses today
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This is a Watercolour of New Swindon in 1849, by Edward Snell

What can we discover about the residents of the Railway Village in
Victorian times?
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These are the houses on London Street, but who lived here over 100 years ago?

Use the census data to investigate these statements.

‘The residents of London Street in 1891 would
have been employed by the railway’

‘The residents of London Street in 1891 would
have been born in Swindon’
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Here are some of the occupations in London Street in 1891.
• Railway Clerk
• Railway office boy
• Steam engine maker/fitter
• Railway goods agent
• General servant – domestic
• General Practitioner of medicine
• Architect’s assistant
• Railway storekeeper’s assistant
• Sewing machinist, Railway carriage
works

• Brass finisher
• Wagon painter
• Civil engineer
• Railway estate agent
• Labourer in railway factory

• Mechanical engineering
• draughtsman
• Surgeon
• Engine boiler maker
• Iron worker, railway rolling mills
• Gilder Railway carriage works
• Coach trimmer

Which jobs are linked to the GWR works?
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• Stratton St Margaret, Wiltshire
• New Swindon, Wiltshire
• Scotland
• Oswestry, Shropshire
• Exeter, Devon
• Harrington, Hampshire
• Chippenham, Wiltshire
• Bristol, Gloucestershire
• Portsmouth, Hampshire
• Littlebourne, Kent
• Wotton Basset, Wiltshire
• Worcester, Worcestershire
• Walton on Thames, Surrey
• West Dean, Gloucestershire
• Chepstow, Monmouthshire
• Llanelli, Carmarthenshire
• Dunster, Somerset
• Westdown, Devon
• Brompton, Kent
• Harley, Essex
• Herefordshire
• Bridgwater, Somerset
• Swinbrook, Oxfordshire
• Bray, Berkshire
• Ashton, Warwickshire
• Paddington, London
• St Pancras, London
• Penzance, Cornwall
• Milton, Nottinghamshire
• Calne, Wiltshire

This is a list of places where the residents of London Street were born.

Use Census Data to Understand the Past

Can you find these places on a map?

Why do you think people have travelled from so
many places to live in Swindon?
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Historic England and Teacher’s Pet have come together to
bring you a collection of free resources that you can use in

your local history teaching.

Who are Teacher's Pet?

www.tpet.co.uk

Teacher’s Pet have been providing downloadable and playable educational
content to early years and primary school teachers for over 14 years. We cover
all areas of the curriculum and use a team of in-house teachers and designers to
create engaging and memorable concepts, that the children will love.

Why local history?

At Teacher’s Pet we want to empower primary school teachers by giving them
the tools they need to deliver inspiring and thoughtful lessons about the local
area and its history. We believe local history teaching has such an important
part to play in a child’s wellbeing – helping to give children a sense of pride in
where they live.

Our Local History project is designed to provide teachers across the UK with
everything they need to successfully carry out a full scheme of teaching about
their local area, through key enquiry questions and source led activities.

Working with Historic England gives us access to archived maps and photos
for resources and information from knowledgeable local historians, as well
helping us to provide the content to you free of charge.

For more information about our Local History project or to find out more about
Teacher’s Pet Classroom Resources, please visit our website.




