Sample 1: Letter for gaining access to Listed Buildings

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, section 88, as amended by the Planning and Compensation Act 1991: authority to enter upon land

[BUILDING NAME & ADDRESS]

In view of the difficulty in securing your co-operation in gaining access to the above premises, I am writing to advise you that any person duly authorised in writing by this council is empowered under the provisions of section 88 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, as amended by the Planning and Compensation Act 1991, to enter at any reasonable time land for the purpose of [insert relevant paragraph(s) from below].
I am writing to give you notice that it is our intention to enter the land known as [name/address] on [date] at [time] for the purpose(s) mentioned above. Unless you are able to provide access on this date then it may be necessary for this council to apply to a magistrates' court for a warrant to gain entry. I would also advise you that wilful obstruction of a person exercising the right of entry is a criminal offence.
a) surveying it in connection with a proposal to make, issue or serve a notice under [section 48/section 54] of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

b) ascertaining whether a notice under [section 48 or section 54] of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 has been complied with

c) ascertaining whether the building is being maintained in a proper state of repair

d) ascertaining whether any of the functions conferred under section 54 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 should or may be exercised in connection with the land

e) exercising any of the functions conferred by section 54 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

f) surveying it, or estimating its value, in connection with a proposal to acquire the land or any other land under sections 47-52 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 or in connection with any claim for compensation in respect of any such acquisition

