Sample 2: Section 215 Notice – warning letter

Dear Sir/Madam

Property adversely affecting amenity of neighbourhood

[Name of area]

As you may know, [local authority name] is committed to ensuring that improvements are carried out to buildings in [eg general/specific area] whose external condition has deteriorated. Improving such buildings has been identified by local people as a key priority for this council and as a result of this a number of buildings across the [local authority area] have been brought to a satisfactory condition.

The external appearance of the above-mentioned premises is a source of concern primarily because of [the condition of render; external metalwork, paintwork, windows, grilles, doors]. The council is writing to you today as the proprietor of the above-mentioned premises as identified by the Land Registry. This letter's purpose is to respectfully request that works be carried out to remedy the poor external condition of the building in the near future, and to ascertain whether you have any plans in this regard. I would emphasise that your property is not being treated in isolation. The owners of other premises in the vicinity are being similarly contacted.

I advise that if prompt progress is not made in terms of remedying the poor external condition of the premises and a guarantee given to the council by you that such works will be undertaken, the council has the option to take enforcement action under section 215 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. This is a course that the council would wish to avoid if at all possible. It is hoped, therefore, that your co-operation can be relied upon in terms of improving the building in the near future and giving a guarantee to that effect.

